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ESSAESSAESSAESSAESSAY COMPETITION RULESY COMPETITION RULESY COMPETITION RULESY COMPETITION RULESY COMPETITION RULES
General Rules:General Rules:General Rules:General Rules:General Rules:

1. Each entry is to be prepared and submitted by an individual student (not team).

2. An individual middle school student will compete only with other middle school students.

3. An individual high school student will compete only with other high school students.

Theme:Theme:Theme:Theme:Theme:

N The theme for the  2003 SECME Essay Competition is:
“SECME: V“SECME: V“SECME: V“SECME: V“SECME: Vehicle of the Future - Engineered for Success”ehicle of the Future - Engineered for Success”ehicle of the Future - Engineered for Success”ehicle of the Future - Engineered for Success”ehicle of the Future - Engineered for Success”
Note: Students must choose a specific topic within this broad theme.

Requirements:Requirements:Requirements:Requirements:Requirements:

1. Title Page: Title of Essay (based on the 2003 theme)
Student’s name, grade, age
Home address, zip code, and telephone number
Name of school and address, Miami-Dade County Public Schools
Contest Coordinator’s name and date

The title page is to be computer printed/typedpage on 81/2” x 11”
white paper, double spaced with one-inch borders on each side, 12 pt.
font size and Times New Roman or CG Times font (not included in
required page limit).

2. Essay: Middle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle School Student Entry
Three to four neat computer printed/typed pages, on 8 1/2” x 11”
white paper, double spaced with one-inch borders on each page, 12 pt.
font size, Times New Roman or CG Times font.

High SchoolHigh SchoolHigh SchoolHigh SchoolHigh School Student Entry
Four to six neat computer printed/typed pages, on 8 1/2” white
paper, double spaced with one-inch borders on each page, 12 pt.
font size, Times New Roman or CG Times Font.

3. Bibliography: Reference sources and direct quotations are required to be identified
numerically by page and sources, cited in standard bibliographic form
(not included in the required page limit).

Judging:Judging:Judging:Judging:Judging:

Essays will be judged on: Title Page; organization; sentence structure and diction; mechanics,
spelling and punctuation; creativity/style; and bibliography and footnotes.

1. Maximum number of points is 100.

2. Completed essays should be received in the District SECME office by the end of the
workday (4:30 p.m.) on Wednesday, JANUARJANUARJANUARJANUARJANUARY 31, 2003.  Y 31, 2003.  Y 31, 2003.  Y 31, 2003.  Y 31, 2003.  (Attn: Elizabeth TAttn: Elizabeth TAttn: Elizabeth TAttn: Elizabeth TAttn: Elizabeth Travieso;ravieso;ravieso;ravieso;ravieso;
M-DCPS Division of Mathematics and Science Education, 1500 Biscayne Blvd., Room 327;
Miami, FL  33132 ororororor School Mail: 9628, SBAB Annex)

Please note: Late entries will not be eligible for competition! Mark Please note: Late entries will not be eligible for competition! Mark Please note: Late entries will not be eligible for competition! Mark Please note: Late entries will not be eligible for competition! Mark Please note: Late entries will not be eligible for competition! Mark YYYYYour Calendars!our Calendars!our Calendars!our Calendars!our Calendars!
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ESSAESSAESSAESSAESSAY COMPETITIONY COMPETITIONY COMPETITIONY COMPETITIONY COMPETITION
(Evaluation W(Evaluation W(Evaluation W(Evaluation W(Evaluation Worksheet)orksheet)orksheet)orksheet)orksheet)

Check one: ❑ Middle School ❑ High School

Student Name: ______________________________________Grade: ________ Age: _________

School Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Essay Title: ________________________________________________________________________

Judge’s Name: _________________________________________ Date: _______________________

The highest possible score is 100 points.The highest possible score is 100 points.The highest possible score is 100 points.The highest possible score is 100 points.The highest possible score is 100 points.

EVEVEVEVEVALUAALUAALUAALUAALUATION CATION CATION CATION CATION CATEGORIESTEGORIESTEGORIESTEGORIESTEGORIES POINTSPOINTSPOINTSPOINTSPOINTS

I. ESSAY ORGANIZATION (8 - 50 Points)

1. Good, interesting title relevant to the theme (1-5 points) _____

2. Clear and precise thesis statement or central idea (1-5 points) _____

3. Effective introduction arousing reader interest and indicating the subject (1-5 points) _____

4. Body of essay contains supporting details related to thesis
statement or central idea (1-10 points) _____

5. Clear transitions between paragraphs (1-5 points) _____

6. Logical and coherent essay as a whole (1-10 points) _____

7. Each paragraph adequately developed (1-5 points) _____

8. Satisfying closing (1-5 points) _____

II.  GRAMMAR AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE (3 - 15 Points)

1. Effective use of subordination and coordination to relate ideas (1-5 points) _____

2. Complete sentences without misplaced sentence parts, sentence
fragments, comma splices or run-ons (1-5 points) _____

3. Proper subject/verb agreement and pronoun/antecedent usage (1-5 points) _____

III. MECHANICS/PUNCTUATION/SPELLING (3 - 20 Points)

1. Correct use of punctuation (1-10 points) _____

2. Correct spelling (1-5 points) _____

3. Capitals, underlining, and abbreviations correctly used (1-5 points) _____

IV.  CREATIVITY AND STYLE (1 - 10 points) _____

V. DEMONSTRATES RELATIONSHIP TO COMPETITION THEME (1-5 points) _____

TOTTOTTOTTOTTOTALALALALAL (Out of 100) (Out of 100) (Out of 100) (Out of 100) (Out of 100) _________________________


