
 

 

 Living-Nonliving 
 

 Strand G: How Living Things Interact With Environment  
 

 Benchmark: SC.G.1.1.1 – The student knows that environments have 
living and nonliving parts. 

 Includes SC.F.1.1.2 - The student knows how to apply knowledge about 
life processes to distinguish between living and nonliving. 

 
 Strategy: visuals, hands-on/minds-on, graphic organizer, Venn diagram 

 
 Materials: Earthworms, gummy worms, Venn diagram, drawing paper, 

pencil, crayons (real worms can be purchased at a bait and tackle store), 
magazines and catalogues of animals (National Geographic, Science and 
Children, etc.), glue, scissors, butcher paper, hand lenses, Worm Lab Book 
handout 

 
 Word Wall/Vocabulary: living, nonliving 

 
 Literature Connection: What’s Alive by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld 

                                           Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig 
                              Tall, Tall Grass by Denise Fleming 
                                           Wonderful Worms by Linda Glaser 
                                          There’s A Hair in My Dirt by Gary Larson 
 

 Lesson/Procedure 1: Living and Nonliving Things 
Teacher may want to bring to the classroom stuffed toy animals, or have 
children bring them.  
1. Select one of the literature books listed above to introduce the 

concept of living and nonliving things. 
2. Have an open discussion on what makes something a living thing and 

something a nonliving thing. Show the class some stuffed toys. If 
possible, show a live animal; if not, refer to pets. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

3. Make a chart and have the students tell you the characteristics of 
living things and nonliving things. 

                                     
 Living     Nonliving  
 
 
 
 

4.  In a science journal or on a sheet of paper, have students make a very 
detailed drawing of something they like doing. Have them label the 
drawing living or nonliving. This activity can be compiled into a class 
book.  

 
 Lesson/Procedure 2: Classifying Living and NonlivingThings 

1. Select one of the literature books listed above to discuss how living 
and nonliving things are classified. 

2. Divide class into cooperative learning groups of 4 or 5. 
3. Give each group magazines and catalogues to cut out pictures of living 

and nonliving things. Use large sheets of butcher paper for each 
category. Have them verbally explain why they put the pictures under 
either living or nonliving. 

4. Have the students present their completed work. Brainstorm 
characteristics of living and nonliving things. Assist them in 
discovering that all living things are either plants or animals. 

5. You can also use a pocket chart (a hanging chart made of material or 
paper that contains pockets), labeling one pocket living and one pocket 
nonliving. Have students place the picture or word into the 
appropriate pocket. 

 
 Lesson/Procedure 3: Worms 

1. In order to engage students in understanding the life of worms, read 
Wonderful Worms by Linda Glaser. 

2. Give each student a gummy worm (nonliving). The students should 
name their worm and draw it in detail exactly as it appears. Students 
should use the hand lenses to examine it. Have the students begin 
completing the attached Worm Lab Books. 

3. Next, give each student an earthworm (living). Have them do the 
same as in step 2.  



 

 

4. Students should complete the Worm Lab Book. They should measure, 
compare, and contrast their earthworm (living) to the gummy 
(nonliving) worm. 

 
 Assessment: 

Use the attached Worm Lab Book.  
In writing journals, students write in their own words the 
characteristics    of living and nonliving things. 





  

 
 

 

Write how they are the same. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

Draw how your living and nonliving worms are the same. 



  

 

 
Draw how your living and nonliving worms are different. 

 

Write how they are the different. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Draw your living worm using exact measurements.  
 
                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw your nonliving worm using exact measurements. 

 
My living worm ________is _________ centimeters long. 
    (Name) 

 
 
 
My nonliving worm _______is ________ centimeters long. 
      (Name) 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Draw your living worm’s habitat. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Write about where you might see your living worm and where you think it lives. 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Draw your nonliving worm’s habitat or where you find them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Write about where you might see your nonliving worm. 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 


